MECKLENBURG COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION

ANNUAL REPORT 2011

Mecklenburg County

Park und Reereation
The Nstenal Place
ToBe..

s andres COn

A




MESSAGE FROM THE PRC CHAIRMAN

Greetings,

While this past year certainly brought its challengesir Mecklenburg County Park and Recreatic
Department provided outstanding service to you and all of sidearts. We actually saw the
department have its highest customer satisfaction results, highest attenddnighesttecord
revenue ever!

For the second straight ye®ark and Recreation wasminated for the National Gold Medal Award which is the
ihkademy Awardo for overall park and recreation manag

As you read through this report youdll see the accon
these programs and opportunities.

Our collective challenge for the future as a department and community will be talreeecreasing needs for park
recreation programs and protection of our natural environment with limited funding. We must understand the essentiz
nature of park and regation services and find ways to not just maintain what we, bavgrow thesystem to meet

cur r ent demargls amcetimsesndhe future.

There are no great cities without great park and recreation systems.
Sincerely,
Captain Roberey iRob #AJ. Bri sl

Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation Commission Chairman

Mecklenburg County
Park & Recreation Commission

Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners Park and Recreation commission
(Front Row L to R): George Dunlap (District)3Harold Front Row L to R: Elaine Powell, KenddBryant,
Gogdell Jr. (AtLarge), JennifeRoberts (Chairman, At Brenda McMoore, Beverly Cottebhawston (Vice
Large),Jim Pendergraph (Vice Chairman -large), Bill Chair), Rob Brisley (ChairBack Row L to R:
James (District 6 Back Row L to R: Vilma Leake Norman Mitchell, Jeff Tarte, Phil Carvey, Ed
(District 2), Neil Coolkey (District 5), Dumont Clarke Barnhart, Paul Bailey, Charlie McRee, (Exec.

(District 4), Karen Bentley (District 1). SecretaryNot Pictured: Joe Rita



MAJOR EVENTS

ROMARE BEARDENOGS LEGACY CELEBRATED
GROUNDBREAKING OF NEW UPTOWN PARK

Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation, in partnership witAriseand
Science CoungilCharlotte Center City PartnesasdPartners for Park$eld

a groundbreaking ceremony for Romare Bearn Par k, upt own
newest park, on Sept. 2, 2011.

. “ The groundbreaking ceremony, which would have marked
the 100th bithday of the famous artistfferedunique experiences through an array of cultural activiti
ranging, from a musical performanitem a local jazz band to an exhibit of youth art inspired by
Romare Bearden. A Romare Bearden commetiveratamp display was al$eatured. Watch the

video

CELEBRATION MARK S GRAND OPENING OF RUTH G. SHAW
TRAIL ON TOBY CREEK GREENWAY

Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation, along Wakawba Lands
ConservancytheCarolina Thead Trailand theUniversity of North Carolina
Charlottecelebrated the grand openiofithe Ruth G. Shaw Trail ohioby Creek
Greenwayon Tuesday, May 3, 2011.

Toby Creek Greenway is located in the University City area and connects th
mile-longMa | | ard / CIl ar ko@rd th@ugh ted<can®use)feumd";
Charlotte. The new trail is named in honor of Dr. Ruth G. Shaw, a longtime civic and busmessddmtefoundmg
chair of the governing board of tiarolina Thread Trail, aimterconnected trail system ingdmont North and South
Carolina.

Under Dr . Shawbés | eader shi p, nine of the Threadobds 15
planned trail miles. About 67 miles of trhave opened, and $1,568,002 has been awarded in catalytic grants from the
Thread to community partners who are advancing the project throughout the region.

Toby Creek Greenway was funded by a $1.25 million grant from the American Recovery and Reirtvéstro£2009.

The greenway stretches two miles and links many neighborhoods in the university area to the UNC Charlotte campus
allowing many students, faculty, and staff to walk or ride bikes to the university. Neighborhoods which adjoin this
greenway gstem include Fairlea, Wellington, Winchester, Mallard Ridge, Radbourne, Colvard Park, Mallard Trace,
Brookstone, and the University Research Park.
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http://www.uncc.edu/
http://www.uncc.edu/
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REVOLUTION PARK GOLF COURSE RENAMED THE CHARLES L .
SIFFORD GOLF COURSE

Revolution Park Golf Courséeld a special ceremony to rename the golf course
the Dr. Charles L. Sifford Golf Course at Revolutiark on Tuesday, May 3,
2011.The ceremonyncluded an invocation by the Reseorge Cook Jr. of

Greater Mt. Sinai Baptist Church, followed by a brief recognition and reflection
period, remarks by golf colleagues and Dr. Sifford, as well as an unveiling of the
new sign.

Dr. Sifford was born in Charlotte in 1922 and later becasgcaessful PGA

Tour professional. He is recognized as the first Afriéamerican to receive his

of ficial tour playerés card and compete in PGA event
Open Invitational, 1969 Los Angeles Opend @ime 1975 PGA Seniors' Championship. In 2004, Dr. Sifford became the
first African-American inducted into the World Golf Hall of Fame.

Dr. Charles L. Sifford Golf Course is one of seven public golf facilities owned by Mecklenburg Calatith the
video.

MECKLENBURG COUNTY AQUATIC CENTER CELEBRATES
20TH ANNIVERSARY

OnJune7,2011, theMecklenburg County Aquatic Centeelebrated its
20th anniversary. The celebration was highlighted by the unveiling of
brand new statef-the-art LCD scoreboarébllowed by brief remarks
from local dignitaries as well as past andsprd staff.

Over the years, the facility, whidbaturesa 50meter competition pool, a
25-meter therapeutic pool and a fitness center, has hosted several lar
eventsncludingthe Charlotte UltraSwim.Watch the video

PARK AND REC AND HANDS ON CHARLOTTE TEAM UP TO
BUILD PARK IN LINCOLN HEIGHTS

To commemorate the tenth anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, Mecklenburg
County Park and Recreation and local nonprofit agéteryds On Charlotte
partnered to raise moneytobuildandlt r e par k i n Charl c
Heightsneighborhood.

Lincoln H'eights Neighborhood 2= A We a

Park Build, September 2011 “ real i

NS RS R L el R e e
bl ocks of every home.

very excited to partner wit
0 odimectar of Méecktenlitiay CauetysPark and
0
S

iThe master plan for ol

e
y
t n

h Wateh tlee vilea j or step in realiz

r

t

a
T



http://www.charlottepublicgolf.com/revolution-park.php
http://www.youtube.com/meckgov#p/u/10/xXwa3rvkWUI
http://www.youtube.com/meckgov#p/u/10/xXwa3rvkWUI
http://www.youtube.com/meckgov#p/u/10/xXwa3rvkWUI
http://charmeck.org/mecklenburg/county/ParkandRec/Aquatics/Pages/Aquatic%20Center%20Information.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/meckgov#p/u/11/BxMZ_6nptuA
http://www.handsoncharlotte.org/
http://www.youtube.com/meckgov#p/search/1/LgVTlUMAm20

MECKLENBURG PARK AND R EC NAMED A FINALIST
FOR THE NRPA GOLD MEDAL AWARD FOR THE SECOND STRAIGHT
YEAR !

Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation Departmestnamed one diour finalist agencies in competition for the

2011 NRPA Gold Medal Awardrhe award is presented annually by the National Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA) to honor excellence in management and planning of parks and recreatior
agencies. This ide second year ia row the department has been named a
finalist for the award.

Recreation professionals consider the Gold Medal Award as the top national
recognition of excellence in their profession.

"I'm very proud of the work and professional aedion of our staff and
volunteers to earn thigcognition," said Jim Gargesrelttor of Mecklenburg
County Park and Recreation Department.

A panel of leading experts chose the Mecklenburg department as a finalist for the Gold Medal in the category for
communities with a population of more than 250,000. Other finalists in this category thdfiasesas City Parks and
Recredion Department (Kansas City, NMiami-Dade County Park andeRreation Department (Miami, flLand
Portland Pdes and RecreatiorPprtland, ORR The choice was based on extensive written submissions about the
department, both statistical and narrative, in response to a series of specific questions posed by NRPA.

This award honors the top comnitigs in the United States thdémonsrate excellence in loagange planning,
resource management, volunteerism, environmental stewardship, program development, professional development a

agency recognition.

Watch the Gold Medal vide

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2011

¢ Park and Rec was named a finalist for the NRPA Gold Medal Award for the second straight year

¢ The department receivédSHA Carolina Starercertification

¢ Winterfield/Sheffield community gardemas expanded through a pantshipwith NC Recreation and Park
Association and Blue Cross Blue Shiaklpart of thé&ourishing NC initiative.

o Staff continuedto work with neighborhood groups, private contractors and athletic associations to lower
maintenance operating costs.

e Consoldated all mowing operations from 18 vendors to 5 and saved 15% on costs.

e Staff cut in a ¥2 mile walking trail through the woods, installed some drainage pipe, benches, trash cans and a
sign at Porter Byrum Protected Natural Area

e The department partnergdth Hands on Charlotte to build a community playground, community garden and
walking trail in the Lincoln Heights community.

e 7 NACo Awards in recognition for outstanding achievement in programming:


http://www.nrpa.org/Content.aspx?id=650
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2a-r6MvSRXw

o0 All About Arts - artistic opportunity for teens and younguétd with disabilities

0 NCDT Reach accessible dance training for promising students with financial needs

0 Young Athletes program modeled from Special Olympics for children with disabilities, focusing on
developing physical, cognitive, and social skills

0 Pod Pals pool based program for young adults with disabilities

0 McClintock Outdoor Club - target middle school students with immersive experience in outdoor
adventure recreation and nature education

0 Nature Explorer Zone- features nine interactive play are@&signed by kids

o0 Orienteering for Winners on Wheels designed for scouts with physical disabilities (agek2p
teaches the competitive sport of orienteering

Recreation staff added many new programs to fill the needs of seniors, youth and teens:

0 Expanded te Young Athletes Program in conjunction with Special OlympicsatiNCarolina
to 145 preschool children with disabilities and increased services to-K3gbassrooms.

o0 Develoed a sixmonth long Paralympic Swim Club for residents with cerebral palsyhor
have had an amputation.

o0 Established new senior citizen programth: NC Dance Theatre Dress Rehearsal
Performances, Korean Senior Center of Charlotte at Arbor Glen, Senior Nutrition program
jointly with DSS at the Mallard Creek ReationCenter.

Coorerative Extension added a new servitecal Foods/Food Preservation Prograim create a network of
local food markets across the county. More thafi70 participants demonstrated an increased awareness of the
value of agricultural systems, over 300 howde$ reported modifying diets substantially to include fruits and
vegetables, anchore tharB00 adults increased knowledge of buying locally grown produce.
4-H partnered withthe City of Charlotte to expand Truancy Intervention Program by providing vieakn
communications, and problem solving skills to 200 elementary students.
2011 NRPA Congress and Exposition selected 4 educatesentations submitted by Park and Raff.

0 Managing Your Most Important Asset: Natural Areas

o Donét Pl ay PBdldrseBut Leverage Yolrdunding

0 Leveraging AssetOpportunities to Expand and Increase Partnerships

o0 Cooperative Extension and Park and Recreation: A Natural Fit
Revolution Park Sports Academy, in fisst full year of operation, welcomed more than 25,088idents who
participated in programs such as martial arts, boxing, wrestling, and golf. Attendance in FY2012 is expected
exceed 30,000.
Cadillac Driving Range opened in Pineville as the seventh county golf facility near tisedtitan of 1485 aml
South Boulevard.
Opened Greenways

0 The Ruth G. Shaw Trail on Toby Creek Greenwhbiyvy 49 to Mallard Creek Greenway

West Branch Rocky RiveRiver Ford Dr to West Branch Nature Preserve
Stewart Creek Greenwaylrade St to Rozzelle's Ferry Rd.
Little Sugar Creek GreenwayAlexander St Park to 12th St
Little Sugar Creek GreenwdayPearl Park Way to Morehead St
Little Sugar Creek GreenwayElizabeth Ave to Charlottetown
Ave

Four Mile Creek Greenway (Matthewst John St to Trade St
(Matthews)
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Cadillac Golf Ranch






